
Concept note for Interdisciplinary Master thesis, Geogr. Institute, Univ Zurich 

Analysis of historical glacier photographs (~last 40 years) from Greenland: 
reconstruction of glacier changes and long-term context 

Background: 

The Museum Cerny in Bern – a unique worldwide collection of arctic art (https://mcca.ch/) – 
contains a legacy of photographs from Greenland, which have not yet been scientifically 
analysed, especially for glacier research and reconstruction. The photos were taken by Urs 
Stoller, who worked as a helicopter pilot in Greenland for decades, from 1974 to 2010 in the 
entire coastal area of Greenland. This also includes 16 GEUS summer expeditions, which 
enabled him to document many less accessible areas. 

The entire photo collection comprises around 3000 images, including around 100 glacier 
photos, some of which can be viewed at: https://db.museumcerny.ch/index.php?form-inuit-
search=stoller&form-inuit-group=objects 
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Content for the Master’s thesis: 

- Geolocalisation of glacier photos (digitisation of photos) and georeferencing 
- Analysing the photos using remote sensing methods (e.g. monoplotting tool) 
- Embedding the determined glacier extents (surfaces?) in the temporal context: 

comparison with freely available DEMs over the last decades 
- Discussion/outlook, possible additional deepening: embedding in longer-term (i.e., 

Holocene) context or comparison with glacier variability over Greenland (spatial 
differences? comparison with other data?) 

Supervision:  

- Dr Samuel Nussbaumer 
- Dr Jacqueline Bannwart 

with faculty representation (options): 

- Prof Livia Piermattei à Analysis of historical photos 
- or Prof Michael Zemp à Glacier monitoring, current glacier mass balance 
- or Prof Andreas Vieli à Glacier changes in Greenland, glacier dynamics 
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